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l<;   TIM'K    STORY    OF   TIIK    IIOAD'S    CONS'rin'CTION. 


N  an  unfjuanled  moment  ('lose 
Brothers  of  London  CHnie 
into  possession  of  an  invisi- 
ble i)iece  of  property  known 
as  a  franchise.  Some  enter- 
piisinjf  {fentlemen  had  ac- 
quired the  right  to  build  a 
I  lih-oud  in  Alaska  ;  but  beinjif  unable  to  raise 
the  necessary  funds,  they  sold  this  rifjht  to 
the  London  'irni.  The  money  went  by  way 
of  a  loan.  If  the  borrowers  failed  to  build 
the  road,  or  to  begin  to  Imild  it  within  a 
uiven  time,  the  English  capitalists  were  to 
have  the  i)riviU'ge  of  taking  over  the  fran- 
■  hise  and  constructing  the  line.  The  hor- 
I'lWiTs  failed,  and  the  lenders  concluded  to 
I'liild  the  road  themselves.  An  interesting 
;'act,  a  thing  almost  unheard  of  in  the  history 
"f  American  railways,  is  that  these  men,  way 
;  (TOSS  the  continent  and  beyond  the  broad  At- 
i.uitic,  came  to  this  conclusion  without  ever 
Having  seen  the  country  or  having  a  repre- 
entative  look  the  ground  over.  They  organ- 


ized a  company,  and  made  Mr.  S.  II.  (iraves, 
of  their  Chicago  office,  president. 

( Jraves  was  building  a  big  reservoir  in  Colo- 
rado. E.  C.  Hawkins  wtus  his  chief  engineer, 
and  .Fohn  Hislop  was  Hawkins's  assistant.  Now 
the  ])residentof  this  imaginary  r,.i!road,  that 
had  not  even  been  surveyed,  tlid  as  bold  a 
thing  as  his  London  associates  had  done.  He 
ordered  Hawkinsand  Hislop  to  Alaska  to  build 
a  railroad  from  the  head  of  Lynn  Canal  across 
th(!  stei'p,  rough  range  to  Lake  llennett. 
There  were  no  side  canons,  there  was  no  room 
to  swing  for  the  heavy  grade  and  the  summit. 
In  building  a  prairie  road  you  cut  acro.ss  lots, 
to  save  I'lileage.  On  a  mountain,  you  strive 
to  increase  your  mileage,  in  order  to  get  over 
the  hill.  At  one  jilace  on  the  Yukon  River, 
we  steamed  for  two  hours  and  a  half,  and 
gained  a  mile.  I  figured  that  the  steamboat 
company's  six  steamers  would  burn  a  thou- 
sand dollars'  worth  of  wood  a  week,  steaming 
round  the  bend,  and  suggested  cutting  a  way 
for  the  river  through  the  narrow  neck  of  land. 
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"  Yes,"  said  the  captain,  "  and  make  another 
White  Horse  KapidH.  'i'hese  twelve  miles  of 
loops  and  bends  make  it  possible  to  do  the 
trip  at  all."  And  so  it  is  with  a  mountain 
railway-  you  must  have  mileage. 

Hy  May,  ISDS,  a  start  had  been  made  in  lo- 
cating the  road.  It  was  to  begin  at  Skag- 
way,  at  the  head  of  Lynn  Canal,  liut  now 
nearly  every  ship  that  came  up  through  the 
canal  from  theoutside  world  brought  discour- 
aging news  to  the  locating  engineers.  Those 
who  wanted  the  enterprise  to  fail  spoke  first, 
and  then  others  echoed  their  i)rediction  that 
the  road  would  never  be  Imilt.  But  the  path- 
finders worked  on  patiently,  faithfully,  as  a 
man  paints  for  the  sake  of  seeing  his  picture, 
yet  with  no  hope  of  a  sale,  Rumors  of  war 
reached  England,  and  the  English  capitalists 
shook  their  heads.  The  United  States  de- 
clared war  with  Spain,  and  London  ordered 
the  work  of  road-making  in  America  to  stop. 
Dewey  smashed  the  Spanish  fleet  one  Sunday 
morning  at  Manila.  Spanish  ships,  guns, 
men,  all  sunk  in  a  sea  of  smoke  and  a  heaven 
of  flame  !  It  was  awful,  but  it  \'as  grand. 
p]ngland  a])plauded,  and  the  applause  ran 
round  the  earth.  The  Anglo-Saxon  heart 
beat  wildly.  The  London  capitalists  cabled 
to  America  to  build  the  line  in  Alaska.  The 
path-finders  rejoiced,  and  went  to  work  with 
a  will.  Heney,  the  contractor,  who  always 
walked  erect,  took  on  a  Chilkoot  slant,  and 
actually  leaned  hack,  glad  to  know  that  the 
road  would  be  completed,  for  whatever  he 
did  he  did  with  his  whole  heart. 

The  work  c"'  the  locating  engineer  was 
not  easy.  The  snow  was  still  heavy  on  the 
shadowed  side  of  the  hills.  At  many  points 
the  face  of  the  mountain  was  so  steep  that 
they  had  to  resort  to  ropes  and  often  to 
triangulation.  It  was  a  long  time  between 
Easter  and  wild  flowers  in  the  Ahuskan  hills. 
Upon  one  occasion,  llislop  set  out  with  a 
pair  of  snowshoes  and  a  sandwich  to  explore 
a  mythical  pass  that  lay  over  Atlin  way. 
After  climbing  over  rocks,  snow,  and  glaciers 
for  hours,  he  gained  the  summit,  only  to  find 
it  some  hundreds  of  feet  higher  than  White 
Pass.  (Joing  down  the  north  slope,  the  en- 
gineer began  to  look  for  the  ''broad  open 
valley  "  that  was  said  to  go  with  this  "  Warm 
Pass,"  as  it  was  called.  In  a  little  while  he 
found  himself  on  the  banks  of  the  Otter 
River,  broad  and  swift.  All  night  he  traveled 
down  this  stream,  hoping  to  strike  the  Daw- 
son Trail.  Often  the  river  swept  through 
cliffs,  and  the  traveler  was  forced  to  climb 
over  steep  blufl's.  The  underbrush  grew 
dense  and  tangled.    The  snow  down  the  river 


became  soft,  and  he  was  forced  to  take  off  his 
snowshoes.  Presently  he  came  to  an  open 
gulch,  or  narrow  valley,  that  swept  down  to 
the  river  from  the  south.  Turning  into  this 
cafion,  he  came,  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
second  day,  within  sight  of  the  smoke  at  Log 
(^abin,  and  rejoiced  that  food  and  rest  were 
at  hand.  At  dusk,  when  within  a  few  miles 
of  the  ]»olice  station,  the  path-finder  came  to 
another  river,  cold,  swift,  wide,  mvA  deep. 
That  night  he  pas.se(l  in  a  cold,  drizzling  rain. 
The  next  morning,  far  up  stream,  he  found  a 
shoal  where  he  could  wade  the  river,  and  late 
at  night,  on  the  third  day,  he  reached  the 
Northwest  Mounted  Police  post  at  the  head 
of  Middle  Lake. 

At  another  time  Hislop  and  Heney  became 
snowbound  on  the  summit  of  White  Pa.s8. 
They  were  somewhat  separated,  when  Heney 
found  their  camp-cook  freezing  in  the  snow. 
He  wanted  to  help  the  man,  but  the  man 
wanted  to  die.  Heney  kicked  him,  cursed 
him,  and  dragged  him  along  the  trail.  "  You 
fool,  you're  not  fit  to  die  you're  not  fit  to 
live.  Stand  up,  or  I'll  disfigure  you  so  your 
friends  won't  know  you  over  there,  over 
there." 

Now,  when  Hislop  chanced  to  hear  the 
Irishman  talking  in  this  way,  he  guessed  that 
Heney  had  gone  crazy.  Hurrying  through 
the  storm,  he  soon  found  his  friend  patiently 
dragging  the  half-dead  cook  down  the  trai! 
After  much  hard  work  they  succeeded  in  sav- 
ing the  man's  life,  much  against  the  man's 
will. 

The  day  the  engineer.«  unloaded  in  Alaska 
land  began  to  "  boom."  Every  man  who  had 
a  lot  along  the  Skagway  River  wanted  ten 
times  its  value,  because  railway  corporations 
are  supi)ose(l  to  be  heartless  and  soulless,  and 
to  have  nothing  but  money.  Moreover,  you 
can  rob  a  railway  company,  as  a  Turk  kills  a 
Christian,  and  lose  no  sleep  over  the  matter. 

The  youthful  municipality  of  Skagway, 
whose  future  depended  upon  the  railroad, 
threw  any  amount  of  bother  in  the  way  of 
the  i)ath-finders.  The  trailers  and  packers, 
whose  business  would  go  when  the  railway 
came  ;  the  Chilkooters,  and  highwaymen  with 
lots  to  unload,  all  labored  early  and  late  to 
hinder  and  hurt  the  enterjtrise. 

After  much  anxiety  a  franchise  was  secured 
from  the  town  of  Skagway  for  a  right  of 
way  along  the  bluft'  on  the  east  side  of  the 
town.  The  right  of  way,  however,  was  not 
cleared  for  the  railway  builders,  and  after 
waiting  some  time,  the  representative  of  the 
company  asked  for  right  of  way  through 
Broadway,  one  of  the  principal  streets  of 
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the  jtlace.  A  very  stormy  nisiss-meetinp  was 
held  on  the  eveninfi  of  June  1  Ith,  when  it  was 
tlecided  to  j^rant  the  railway  temporary  use 
of  the  street  until  the  way  aloiij,'  the  blulf 
could  be  cleared,  and  by  the  town  turned 
over  to  the  comj)any.  Althoufjh  a  majority 
of  the  people  at  the  mass-meelinjf  favored 
the  granting  of  the  right  of  way,  a  noisy 


the  road  runs  along  the  low  river- bank 
through  a  dense  forest  of  small  timber. 
Near  the  forks  of  the  Skagway  Hiver  it 
leaves  the  river,  and  begins  to  climb  the 
side  of  the  mountain.  Following  the  east 
fork,  it  swings  far  to  the  east,  to  the  fool  of 
Warm  I'ass,  then  back  to  the  west  branch 
of  the  river,  climbing  up  over  the  shoulder 
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minority  objected,  and  declared  that  they 
would  i>revent  the  comi)any,  if  need  be,  by 
force,  from  building  in  r.roadway.  It  was 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning  when  the  meet- 
ing adjourned.  Most  of  the  participants 
slept  late,  and  when  they  awoke  they  saw  a 
railway  along  Broadway,  a  little  locomotive 
clni-chuing  forward  and  back,  and  men  with 
firearms  hanging  on  their  hips  tramping  the 
ties.  The  town  failed  ever  to  make  good  its 
agreement  to  provide  right  of  way  along  the 
bluff;  but  uhe  conijiany  afterwards  purchased 
land  there  from  the  individual  owners  and 
laid  track,  so  that  it  now  has  two  lines 
through  the  town.  All  jta-ssenger  trains  still 
run  uj)  through  Broadway. 

P'or  the  first  few  miles  out  of  Skatjfwav. 


of  a  rugged  mountain.  This  is  Rocky  Point, 
where  the  road  was  .so  hard  to  locate.  Some- 
times, in  order  to  gain  a  distance  of  a  few- 
hundred  feet,  the  men  u-ere  obliged  to  climli 
for  hours  over,  or  around,  high,  almost  per- 
pendicular cliffs,  and  then  slide  down  to  the 
line  again.  A  little  further  along,  they  were 
obliged  to  put  in  a  switchback ;  but  this  is 
only  temporary.  The  canon  can  be  bridged  a 
few  hundred  feet  below. 

When  the  building  began  in  earnest,  the 
company  found  it  easy  to  engage  good, 
strong,  sober  men  as  common  laborers  at 
thirty  cents  an  hour.  "  They  were  not  the 
ordinary  railroad  laborers,  and  spent  very 
little  money  for  drink."  said  the  locating  engi- 
neer. "  .Manv  of  them  were  college  graduates. 
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T'pon  one  occasion  llic  company  surnt'on. 
liavin);  an  oi)oration  to  perform,  sent  out  on 
the  ffrade  for  assistance,  A  stcilled  physi- 
cian was  fount!  amonj^  the  fxnuh'rs.  Ilecam*' 
in,  assisted  tht^  surj^eon,  and  then  tooiv  up 
his  picl<  aj^Min." 

.Midsummer  saw  a  lhv)usand  men  working; 
on  the  road.  They  would  i)h)W(Iown  the  side 
of  a  mountain,  till  the  trail,  or  wafftm-road, 
at  the  bottom  of  tlie  ^fulcli,  climb  down,  clear 
the  trail,  and  tiien  dimli  liack  up  the  steep 
ditf  to  the  {frade  an'^in.  It  was  slow  work 
and  expensive  ;  but  thousands  of  ])il}frims 
were  ]»assinfj  over  the  road  at  the  bottom  of 
the  canon  every  day.  It  must  be  kept  o|)en. 
Even  the  railway  people  wanted  tht'  travel  to 
c()ntinue  over  White  Pass,  for  rivals  were 
already  buildinj^  an  aerial  tramway  over  Chil- 
koot  Pass  to  compete  with  the  railroad, 

A  band  of  men  working  in  a  mininfi;  rej^ion 
are  like  a  herd  of  ranf^e  steers  feeding  in  a 
narrow  field.  They  are  due  to  stamjtede  at 
any  moment.  Every  time  a  travel-stained 
jirospector  came  down  the  trail,  the  graders 
would  (juestion  him  eagerly,  and  if  he  told  a 
ro.sy  tale,  a  half  dozen,  a  score,  or  fifty  men 
might  be  missing  at  the  work  next  morning. 

On  the  r)ih  of  .'\ugust,  llisloit  and  lleney 
went  up  over  the  summit,  down  Lake  I'en- 
nett,  around  by  Little  Windy  .'\rm,  and  back  by 
Too-chi  lake  and  river.  In  thirty-four  hours 
they  made  eighty  miles  of  mountain,  lake, 
and  river.  At  Log  ('abin,  coming  back,  they 
met  hundreds  of  their  graders,  many  of  them 
carrying  their  shovels  (worth  $l()each  theni 
away  with  them.  The  men  began  to  ask 
eagerly  where  the  "new  diggin's"  were. 
When  llislop  and  Heney  declared  that  they 
had  only  been  out  reconnoitering,  that  they 
had  .seen  no  new  diggings,  nor  even  heard  of 
any,  the  men  hooted,  yelled,  and  hurried  on, 
without  the  slightest  notion  of  their  destina- 
tion. At  Lake  Bennett,  they  found  men  with 
boats  and  scows  to  rent  or  to  sell,  and  full  of 
the  story  of  the  late  "strike"  and  the  wonder- 
ful richness  of  the  Atlin  district.  And  on 
they  went.  Hundreds  were  already  there 
hundreds  homeles.s,  hou.seless,  foodle.ss,  sit- 
ting on  the  shore  watching  the  army  cros.sing 
over  the  beautiful  bliie-green  lake  ;  and  they 
laughed,  and  said,  "  See  the  poor  fools  come." 
Five  hundred  and  sixty  men  stampeded  from 
the  White  Pass  grade  alone.  When  we  sto]t 
to  consider  the  other  hundreds,  as  helpless, 
who  rushed  into  this  tentless  country,  veri- 
table tramps,  without  a  dollar  or  a  douglmut,  it 
is  easy  to  understand  how  so  many  men  came 
to  want,  and  curse  the  country,  good  country 
though  it  be,  and  wondrous  fair  to  look  upon. 


There,  briefly,  is  the  Atlin  "boom"  and 
the  cause  of  it. 

Following  the  stampede  of  the  graders 
came  an  order  through  the  Northwest 
Mounted  Police,  nittifying  the  path-finders 
that  the  road  for  the  present  must  end  at  the 
international  boundary  line.  It  was  not  un' '' 
( )ctober  that  i)ernii.ssion  was  finally  .secui  . 
for  the  construction  of  the  line  into  ('anada. 
On  the  fifth  of  that  month,  they  broke  ground 
in  liritish  Columbia,  Captain  Cartright  and 
Judge  Dugas  officiating  for  the  Dominion. 
Winter  set  in  almost  immediately.  Early  in 
.November  the  lakes  froze  over.  As  the  snow 
got  deeper,  and  the  wind  from  the  north  blew 
more  constantly  and  with  greater  force,  the 
work  of  construction  became  more  difficult. 
During  the  latter  part  of  Novemlier,  the 
weather  was  very  stormy  and  the  thermom- 
eter often  thirty  degrees  below  zero.  Yet 
whenevi-r  the  men  could  work  sheltered  from 
the  wind,  they  did  not  complain  of  the  cold  ; 
but  this  could"  not  always  be.  Frecjuently  for 
days  at  a  time  a  gang  of  men  would  be  able 
to  accomplish  nothing.  The  ground  that  they 
succeeded  in  clearing  of  snow  in  one  day's 
lal>or  they  found  had  again  drifted  full  over 
night,  and  another  day  would  i)e  spent  in 
doing  the  same  thing  o/er  again.  Finally 
the  grade  was  completed  to  the  summit — 
I)urt  of  it  on  snow  and  the  bridging  was  be- 
gun. The  snow  would  be  shovelled  off  the 
grade  and  track  laid  to  a  bridge  opening ; 
then  the  construction  of  the  bridge  woukl 
go  on  until  track  could  be  laid  over  it  and  on 
to  the  next  opening,  and  so  on.  It  was  slow- 
work,  but  the  men  kept  steadily  at  it.  At 
the  bridge  below  the  tunnel,  when  the  winds 
were  blowing  fiercely  and  the  snow  drifting, 
the  men  exjjirienced  a  great  deal  of  diffi- 
culty. In  one  instance,  after  the  sills  were 
in  place  and  the  posts  and  caps  all  framed 
and  ready  to  be  raised,  the  men  spent  one 
whole  day  putting  u|)  a  single  bent  ;  and  the 
day  following  they  succeeded  in  raising  only 
two  bents  ;  and  this  with  all  the  men  at  work 
that  could  be  employed,  and  a  steam  bolster 
to  raise  the  timbers.  The  men  became  numb 
with  cold,  and  the  snow  drifted  so  that  it 
was  almost  im|)o.ssil)le  to  see.  Often  they 
could  not  s(>e  acro.ss  an  opening  forty  feet  in 
width,  and  the  loudest  shout  could  not  be 
heard.  A  post  would  be  swung  up  and  got 
almost  ready  to  be  dropped  in  place,  and  then 
a  gust  of  wind  would  sway  it  out  of  line  and 
out  of  reach  of  the  men.  Hut  by  perseve- 
rance, they  finally  succeeded,  and  the  bridges 
were  all  in  jdace.     The  track  was  laid  to  the 
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Kumniit  on  the  Kith  of  February,  and  the 
first  jtassenjjer  train,  with  a  load  of  excur- 
sionists, went  from  Ska^^way  to  the  suniniit 
of  White  Pass  on  the  2(»th  day  of  February, 
lS!»i». 

At  last,  in  consideraitly  less  than  a  year, 
this  twenty-mile  hill  had  been  climbed.  It 
had  been  a  big  .job.  At  one  time,  during  the 
construction,  all  the  comi)any's  buildings, 
offices,  furniture,  and  field  notes  were  de- 
stroyed by  tire.  It  had  cost  a  lot  of  money, 
a  few  limbs,  and  many  lives.  Robert  Hry- 
done-.Iack,  a  very  promising  youn}^  enjj,ineer, 
who  had  been  elected  by  the  stockholders  to 
represent  their  interests,  and  whose  heart 
and  soul  were  in  the  accomplishment  of  the 
work,  was  stricken  down  Aith  spinal  menin- 
gitis, and  after  a  very  short  illness,  expired. 
The  first  intinuition  that  his  wife,  who  resided 
in  \  ancouver,  had  of  even  his  illness  was  in 
the  news  that  his  body  had  been  brought  into 
Iiort  on  the  steamer  "Ko.salie." 

Hugh  Foy,  an  old  and  experienced  railroad 
builder,  had  been  general  superintendent  of 
construction  from  the  beginning  of  the  work. 
His  health  was  not  the  best.  Mr.  lleney  had 
urged  him  to  take  a  rest  in  n  milder  climate, 
but  he  refused  to  do  so.  .\t  the  feast  on  the 
summit,  on  the  20th  of  February,  he  was  one 
of  the  hai)piest  and  busiest  of  men.  A  few 
days  later  a  heavy  snow  storm  came  on,  and 
two  engines  were  snowed  in  between  the 
summit  and  glacier,  lie  was  out  all  night 
with  th^'ni,  caught  cold  and  i)neumonia,  and 
died  on  the  28th  of  PVbruary,  the  day  on 
which  he  had  arranged  to  begin  his  vacation, 
his  body  being  carried  to  Seattle  by  the 
"  Rosalie  "  on  ihe  very  trip  on  which  he  had 
arranged  to  sail  as  a  ])assenger.  It  is  war, 
this  conquering  of  a  wild,  new  country.  It 
costs  something.     But  it  is  necessary. 

Here,  now,  we  come  to  the  passing  of  the 
trail  the  terrible  Dead  IIor.se  Trail,  that  had 
claimed  so  many  dumb  beasts.  The  first  ten 
miles  had  already  gone  with  the  building  of 
the  toll-road  -  ten  miles  of  toll-road  that 
earned  its  enterprising  owner  ten  thousand 
dollars  during  the  time  it  took  to  build  the 
railroad.  Along  this  awful  trail  now  lay  the 
dried  husks  of  horses  so  clo.se  together  that 
you  could  walk  for  many  rods  stepping  from 
one  hide  to  another.  Marking  the  progress 
of  the  road-makers  on  the  mountain-side,  the 
crafty  packers  had  ])ounded  the  poor  horses 
over  the  cniel  trail,  literally  driving  them  to 
death.  Most  of  the  animals  perished,  how- 
ever, at  the  hands  of  the  heartless  Chee- 
chawkos,  the  gold-mad  "  tender-feet,"  who 
believed  that  a  horse  could  live  and  work  on 


Saratoga  chips.  lUit  the  packer  hated  the 
road-maker.  The  railway  would  ruin  the 
country,  he  tleclared.  Still  the  work  went 
cm.  The  boom  of  the  blast  an<l  the  smell  of 
l)owder  sniote  the  ear  and  nose  of  the  packer, 
the  trailer,  and  the  toll-man.  Sometimes 
they  were  blasting  rock  ;  sometimes  they 
thought  they  were  blasting  rock,  but  after 
hours,  days  perhajts,  woubl  find  that  it  was 
only  ice.  Finding  no  "  bottom,"  they  built 
the  road  on  ice,  in  places,  ballasting  it  with 
snow,  and  ran  trains  over  it  all  winter  with- 
out an  accident. 

On  the  1st  of  December  the  hours  of  labor, 
which  during  the  summer  had  been  eleven  (tr 
more  per  day,  were  cut  down  to  nine,  and 
the  rate  of  wages  was  raised  from  thirty 
cents  to  thirty-five  cents  per  hour.  This 
continued  until  the  first  of  .March,  when  the 
time  was  again  extended  to  ten  hours,  at 
thirty  cents  j)er  hour.  The  men  objected  to 
this,  and  asked  for  a  reconsideration.  The 
company  refu.sed  to  reconsider  ;  and  the  men, 
encouraged  by  a  few  professional  strikers, 
packers,  ("hilkooters,  and  short-.sighted  shop- 
keepers, concluded  to  .strike.  In  three  days, 
1,2()()  men  drojiited  their  jjicks  and  shovels, 
parsed  under  the  paymaster's  window,  re- 
ceived their  time-checks,  and  joined  the  vat;t 
army  of  unemployed. 

.\  i)a.ssing  glance  at  this  strike,  away  off 
yonder  in  Alaska,  is  worth  while.  Ilen^ 
were  a  ihou.sand  or  more  men,  sober,  indus- 
trious, intelligent — wonderfully  so  for  day- 
laborers  -  following  a  lot  of  "wreckers" 
who  had  no  more  interest  in  their  welfare 
than  Satan  or  the  Sultan  has  ;  who  were 
indeed  using  them  to  the  i)urely  selfish  end 
that  the  congestion  of  freight  and  passen- 
gers at  Skagway  might  continue  and  the 
outrigeous  rates  for  trans])orting  across  the 
range  oe  undisturbed.  Incredible  as  it  may 
appt^ar,  the  strikei's  looked  upon  these  con- 
fidence-men who  were  leading  them  out  of 
employment  into  idleness  and  anarchy  as 
their  friends,  and  upon  their  former  em])loy- 
ers  as  their  enemies,  k  subscription  paper 
was  immediately  circulated  in  the  supposed 
interest  of  the  strikers,  and  those  who  wanted 
their  friendship,  or  rather  their  money,  sub- 
scribed liberally,  writing  their  names  boldly 
in  big  letters.  Many  of  these  professed 
friends  attended  the  daily  meetings  held  by 
the  strikers  and  encouraged  them,  that  their, 
names  might  be  remembered  when  the  men 
returned  to  work.  X  minister  gave  his 
meeting-house  to  the  men  to  meet  and  sleep 
in.  and  wa.s  looked  upon  by  some  of  the  rail- 
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way  (iiricials  as  a  tlistiirliinj^  factof,  Iml  he 
st't'iim  to  have  hft'ii  Ihc  oim  unsfUish  I'rit-iui 
the  nitui  had. 

r.y  till'  t-nd  of  a  week,  many  of 
liad  spent  what  inont-y  lh<'y  hail, 
aniazciiu'nt  of  the  lownsju'oplt'  am 
},M-in  of  thf  striktTS,  the  railroail  company 
madf  no  clfort  to  end  the  strikf.  The  com- 
I)any  art,Mit'd  that  it  had  had  no  hand  in  lirinu- 
inj:;  the  strike  aiiout  ;  and,  moreover,  it  was 
money  .saved  to  the  company  if  the  men  re- 
mained idle  throiit,'h  the  month  of  .March. 
The  conii)any  woidd  not  have  dosed  down 
and  thrown  a  thousand  men  out  of  work  in  a 
far-utf  corner  of  the  earth;  hut  since  the 
men  had  seen  til  to  ipiit  of  their  own  motion, 
the  company  was  not  at  all  put  out. 

r.y  the  l.'Uh  of  .March  the  strikers  had 
reached  that  period  in  the  natural  |irotj;ress 
of  a  strike  when  a  nieetintj  may  easily  be 
turned  to  a  mob  and  law-abidinff  citizens  be 
converted  into  red-mouthed,  howliiij^  anarch- 
ists. They  were  in  .session  all  day,  and  attain 
at  nii^ht.  Some  one  made  a  liery  speech  : 
the  smolderinji  embers  of  discontent  were 
fanned  into  tlame,  and  the  a-ssenddaf^e  .swept 
into  the  street,  cryinf^,  "To  the  shops,  to 
the  shops!"  Now  the  real  ])urpo.se  of  the 
leaders  was  only  to  f^o  to  tlie  shops,  terrorize 
the  few  tmiidoyees  still  at  work,  and  force 
them  to  Join  the  strikers.  l!ut  a  mob  knows 
no  law,  and  listens  to  no  reason.  The  more 
reckless  of  the  crowd  (who  always  take  the 
lead  u''on  such  occasions)  understood  that 
the  shops  were  to  be  wrecked  and  burned. 
Hundreds  of  the  men  would  have  no  part  in 
this  busine.ss,  but  followed  out  ot  curiosity, 
and  so,  unwittingly,  encouraged  the  real 
rioters. 

( >n  the  way  to  the  shops,  at  the  ujiper  end 
of  the  town,  the  men  were  met  by  their 
friend,  the  minister,  who  tried  to  persuade 
them  to  return.  He  held  them  only  for  a 
few  moments  ;  l)ut  long  enough  for  Mr.  llis- 
lo|)  to  telephone  to  Heney,  who  was  at  the 
shops.  The  resourceful  Irishman  ran  a  loco- 
motive outdoors,  .and  then  fixed  headlights 
all  about  .so  as  to  illuminate  every  avenue 
leading  from  the  town  to  the  shops.  When 
the  mob  came  into  the  glare  of  the  light, 
they  hesitated.  Heney  called  to  them  to 
retreat,  but  they  would  not.  They  advanced 
again.  Heney,  backed  by  Dr.  Whiting,  the 
tighting  chief  surgeon  of  the  comjiany,  and 
a  handful  of  faithful  employees  .some  with 
guns,  some  with  clubs,  but  many  with  noth- 
ing but  their  naked  hands  with  which  to  de- 
fend themselves  against  the  howling  mob  - 
halted  the  leader.     The  leader  told  Heney 


his  voice  was  shaky.  The  (btctor,  who  mani- 
festly believes  in  the  heroic  treatment  of 
desperate  diseases,  clubbed  his  riHe,  and 
smote  tht!  impertinent  rioter,  felling  him  to 
the  ground,  and  breaking  his  gun-stock  at 
t  he  .same  time.  The  mob  fled.  The  wounded 
man,  whose  name  was  White,  was  curried 
into  the  shoji.  Now  the  doctor  took  off  his 
coat,  dressed  the  man's  wound,  and  turn((d 
him  over  to  the  tardy  Inited  States  marshal. 
The  following  day  While  had  a  hearing,  and 
got  six  months  at  Sitka  in  which  to  think  it 
over.  That  ended  the  strike.  The  men  began 
t  railing  out  to  the  grade,  but  only  a  few  were 
reemployed.  The  weather  was  bad,  and  the 
men  could  not  earn  thirty  cents,  or  half  of 
it,  in  an  hour  ;  .so  the  company  concluded  to 
go  slowly  until  the  snow  left  the  hills. 

The  company  was  now  running  trains  to 
the  summit,  and  making  money,  and  yet  was 
charging  just  half  what  the  toll  had  been  over 
the  toll-road  half  what  the  packer  had  paid 
for  the  |)rivilege  of  pa.s.sing  ahmg  the  planked 
trail.  I'.y  the  1st  of  .lune.  lSH!»,a  full  force 
of  men  were  at  work.  On  the  2()th,  they  lie- 
gan  laying  track  beyond  the  summit.  They 
l)Ut  down  three  miles  of  steel  that  day.  Two 
.-ihifts  working  twelve  hours  each  were  now- 
employed,  for  there  was  no  night  in  Alaska. 
Not  a  lamp  nctr  a  lantern  was  used.  Early 
on  the  morning  of  .luly  (Ith,  a  river  steamer 
that  had  come  ujt  the  Yukon  landed  2(K)  pa.s- 
sengers  at  lU'iinett.  Acro.ss  the  front  of  a 
tent  they  .saw  a  sign  :  "The  White  Pass  & 
Yukon  Route.  U.  li.  Ticket  Ottice."  Many 
rusheil  in  to  buy  tickets,  but  there  was  no 
railroad     not  a  rail  nor  a  tie  to  be  .seen. 

'■  We'll  take  care  of  you,"  .said  the  ticket 
agent,  blandly.  "  The  train  leaves  at  2  r.M. 
shar))." 

"  Where'bouts  does  it  start  frumT'  asked 
a  man  in  a  broad  white  hat. 

"  It  will  leave  from  this  depot  at  2  r.M." 

With  that  the  agent  ceased  to  be  a  source 
of  information.  He  gave  hi.s  individual  at- 
tention to  the  stamping  of  tickets,  the  count- 
ing of  money,  and  the  weighing  of  "  dust." 

When  they  had  all  bought  tickets,  the 
pilgrims  sat  and  listened  to  the  ceaseless 
ring  of  the  steel  spike-mauls  on  the  steel 
rails.  Many  went  out  to  see  the  men  at 
worl:.  The  end  of  the  track  had  been  two 
miles  out  when  they  landed.  It  was  nearer 
now.  Some  of  the  prospective  passengers 
wanted  to  help  the  workmen,  so  eager  were 
they  to  continue  their  journey,  for  many 
had  "dust"  that  was  spoiling  to  be  spent; 
more  had  "  dust"  to  get,  and  longed  to  reach 
Seattle.     More  than  one  was  .singing,  softly  : 
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"  (111,  (111)!!'  tliis  iiifssii(jt'  iilonj;  thi'  track  : 
Tho  l'r<p(i"M  (lilt  Wi'sl,  Init  lu-'.i  coming  liiick  ; 
I'nt  plenty  "f  veal  fur  (inc  on  tin-  rack, 
Tnilla  lali'i.  la  la  la,  la  la." 

Filially,  amid  he  wihU'st  fnlhiisiasm,  the 
last  .s]iik»'  was  driven,  and  the  tirst  throuf^h 
passenger  train  ]iulli'd  out  on  scliedult'  time. 
.luly  20.  iS'.tT,  lilt"  tirst  pack  train  had 
crowripd  the  ran^t*  from  the  head  of  Lynn 
Canal.  .Inly  20,  IS'.lS,  the  tirst  locomo- 
tive was  run  on  the  White  I'ass  and  Yukon 
line.  Feliruary  '20,  isillt,  the  tirst  passen- 
ger train  was  run  to  the  summit  of  White 
Pass,  and  the  tirst  throuf^h  passenj^er  train 
on  .luly  <■),  lS|t!t,  only  a  little  over  a  year 
from  the  coniinencement  of  the  work  of 
hiiildinjj;  the  road. 

When  it  was  seen  that  the  road  would  he 
completed,  those  who  had  predicted  its  fail- 
ure hejfan  to  ]iro])liesy  that  it  would  never 
farn  operatin;,'  expenses.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  twenty  miles  from  Ska^way  to  the 
to])  of  the  hill  earned  enout^h  to  pay  the 
cfist  of  the  expensive  extension  to  I'ennett 
paid  oiieratinfj;  expenses,  and  left  a  balance. 
The  tirst  $l:!0,000  earned  after  the  line  was 
coinpleted  to  Lake  liennett  showed  a  net 
profit  of  .$10(),0(K_)  over  o]»erating  exi)enseM. 
It  cost  in  the  neijjjhliorhood  of  .$2r),(M)0  to 
run  the  road  duriiifi;  the  month  of  Aufjust,  the 
lii'st  full  ni(mth  after  the  completion  of  the 
line.  The  j^ross  earnin}i;s  that  month  were 
about  .$200,000.  Not  a  bad  month's  work 
for  a  forty-mile  road,  and  all  for  the  trans- 
portation of  a  few  sight-seers,  and  the  flow- 
ers for  Dawson's  grave. 

'"WHAT    WIM.    HI-;   IK)    WITH   IT?" 

Now  that  the  daring  cajiitalist  has  built, 
this  railway  over  White  I'ass,  what  will  he 
ilo  with  it  ?  Atlin  is  a  myth,  Daw.son  is  dead, 
and  the  whole  "  Klondike  boom  busted." 
.Men  had  been  saying  such  things  for  months. 
Hut  when  we  stepped  ashore  at  Skagway, 
early  in  August,  KSV»!>,  to  my  amazement  the 
place  was  full  of  peojile,  busy,  happy.  Piles 
of  freight  were  upon  the  wharves  ;  steainers 
were  constantly  coming  and  going  ;  yard 
^^ngines  were  putting  about  the  sheds  or 
screaming  along  the  blutfs.  The  streets 
and  hotels  were  full  of  peojile-  miners,  pil- 
grims, tourists,  and  pleasure-seekers.  Cap- 
tain Ilovey's  black  troopers  were  building  a 
white  city  at  the  edge  of  the  town.  Seven 
hundred  tons  of  freight  lay  at  the  wharf 
waiting  to  be  transported  over  the  range, 
and  our  steamer,  the  "'Rosalie,"  that  had 
refused  freight  at  \'ancouver,  would  leave 


.■^00  tonrt  more.  A  thousaml  tons  to  lie 
carrieil  forty  miles  at  $10  a  ton  I  Yes, 
Dawson  was  dead  and  buried.  The  multitude 
that  was  to  use  and  consume  all  this  truck 
was  staying,  loyally,  on  the  Klondike  to  ket-p 
the  grave  green.  Skagway,  tv/o  years  old, 
has  two  daily  papers.  The  projtrietor  of  one 
has  a  green  lawn  and  a  lawn-mower.  The 
$10.(M)0  toll-road  man  has  a  tine  vegetabl*- 
garden.  Sweet-jieas  and  pink  geraniums  are 
abloom  about  his  door.  .\t  the  best  catV- 
in  camp,  founded  by  the  late  "Sajiolio" 
Smythe,  we  had  ham  and  eggs  and  a  cup  of 
good  coffee  for  twenty-five  cents.  From 
my  window  at  the  Fifth  .\venue  ($2."»0. 
.\merican  plan)  1  could  look  out  upon  that 
beautiful  waterway,  miscalled  a  canal,  and 
see  ships  of  all  sorts  and  sizes  coming  and 
going,  coming  and  going.  A  big  freighter 
was  coming  in ;  an  excursicm  boat  was  blow- 
ing "good-by,"  bound  for  Sitka.  'Twas  a 
busy  town  for  a  two-year-olil. 

.And  here  is  the  train  that  is  to  take  us 
over  the  hill  ahmg  the  new  trail  a  smart- 
looking,  compound  Italdwin  locomotive,  a 
combination  expre.ss,  mail,  and  btiggage  car, 
three  day  coaches,  and  an  open  observation 
car  in  the  rear.  The  seats  are  all  taken  as 
we  enter  the  train.  The  open  car  is  full, 
and  upon  all  the  stejis  peojde  are  sitting, 
and  standing  on  the  jilatform,  eager  for 
the  first  glimpse  of  the  gorgeous  .\laskan 
scenery. 

Leaving  the  town,  we  sweep  through  a 
groove  in  the  forest.  On  the  left  are  the 
ruins  of  a  turkey  ranch,  established  in  the 
"boom "days,  and  down  the  mountain  side 
to  the  right  plunges  Reid  Falls.  fJlancing 
again  to  the  left,  we  see  the  beginning  of 
the  once  famous  Dead  Horse  Trail,  and 
leaving  the  river,  we  swing  up  along  the 
foot  of  the  range.  .At  the  next  cuive  we 
get  a  glimpse  of  a  great  glacier,  and  now 
as  we  pa.ss  through  deep  cuts  at  Rocky 
I'oint,  the  man  who  laid  out  the  line  shows 
us  that  we  are  traveling  along  an  old  river- 
bed, cros,sing  and  recrossing  it  as  we  climb 
the  hill.  The  break  in  the  rock  formation 
is  plainly  visible  when  once  you  have  been 
taught  to  look  for  it.  Yes,  one  time  the 
river  ran  along  just  where  the  road  runs 
now,  while  the  river  is  now  hundreds  of 
feet,  aye,  a  thousand  feet  below  us.  .-\s 
the  engine  lifts  us  higher  and  higher,  we 
can  see  the  great  ice  fields  below  Skagway 
and  beyond  Dyea,  and  across  the  canon 
white  rivers  are  slijjping  down  the  mountain, 
They  are  not  flat  rivers,  nor  perpendicular 
falls,  but  swiftly  sliding  streams  that  in  the 
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tliHtiincc   look    like   Itroad   hands   of  silver 
reacliiiif^  down    Iroin    liu;   uliiciirs   to   tho 

A  Huddon  turn  throwH  the  train  out  alon^ 
a  Hhelf  (if  tho  ranjjo.  "  Look  !  look  !"  Hoino 
ono  i-allH,  and  ovt'ryhody  looks  back,  and 
there  is  a  Hcareely  audiliie  "O-(MM),"  for 
just  liclow  us  lies  the  whole  town  of  Ska, 
way,  and  lieyond,  hut  in  lull  view,  th»!  harhor 
with  all  its  .sliippin^j,  and  still  farther  the 
hillow  mountains  cajtijed  with  eternal  ice. 
That  one  {glimpse  is  worth  the  price  of  a  trip 
to  Aliuska.  I'ut  you  ^i^'X  it  twice,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  and  so  save  money  hy  i:^o\n^.  When 
we  stop  at  the  switchback,  a  river  of  f^ood 
size  is  rushinj;  beneath  our  train  and  idunj,'- 
\n\i  on  (l(»wn  the  steep,  narrow  tjor{(o  to 
lose  itself  and  its  sonj^  in  the  broad  Pacific. 

Now,  at  the  reipiestof  the  Huperinten('"nt, 
who  j^oes  alon>f  with  us,  1  must  K'>  forwani 
and  ride  the  enf^ine  for  a  while.  "  I  want  you 
U)  roast  Westinjjhouse,  or  llaidwins,  or  .-;ome- 
body,  for  the  idiotic  way  llu^y  have  of  dis- 
tributinjj  air-levers  and  cocks  in  a  cab,"  was 
the  way  Mcdee,  the  driver,  j^reeted  me.  I 
promise  to  do  so,  and  when  he  has  {riven 
me  two  pieces  of  clean  white  waste  with 
which  to  fjrip  the  hoi,  and  sometimes  oily, 
pipes,  we  visit,  and  I  hanjf  out  of  the  fire- 
nmn's  window  and  drink  in  the  j^randeur  of 
the  wild  .scene,  and  listen  to  the  music  of  the 
stack,  and  to  ihe  cry  of  the  whistle  that  fjoes 
sin}i;in}i  u]>  the  side  canons  and  echoing  back 
from  the  far-olf  hills.  As  we  approach  the 
summit,  1  watch  eagerly  for  the  head-waters 
of  the  Skagway,  that  flows  south  for  sixteen 
miles  to  the  I'acific  Ocean,  and  the  beginninfi 
of  the  Yukon,  that  Hows  north  for  !,()()() 
miles,  or  more,  to  fmd  the  sea,  I?ut  I  never 
knew,  and  know  not  now.  All  at  once  we 
were  at  the  summit.  A  few  moments  later 
we  were  gli'linK  down  the  other  side,  with  a 
river  that  was  a  lake  every  little  while  flow- 
ing under  our  window,  but  flowing  to  the 
north. 

At  Log  Cabin  we  meet  the  Northwest 
Mounted  I'olice.  They  are  the  customs 
officers  here,  but  the  most  obliging,  gentle- 
manly customs  officers  you  will  find  in  many 
yeans'  travel.  But  thc^y  gained  the  undying 
hatred  of  the  stampeders,  packers,  and 
"  boomers,"  who  came  in  the  "  boom  "  days 
with  wounded,  maimed,  and  sore-backed 
horses.  These  were  com])elled  to  turn  back 
or  stop  until  the  poor  dumb  animals  were  fit 
for  the  trail.  A  long  blast  of  the  whistle, 
and  we  slow,  and  stop  at  Bennett,  on  the 


wind-swept  shore  of  Bennett  lake.  In  some- 
thing less  than  four  hours  we  hav(f  crossed 
the  range  that  used  to  cost  the  early  pilgrims 
as  many  weary  days.  And  now  they  are 
building  on  on  to  Caribou  (-rossing,  and  on 
to  the  foot  of  White  Horse  Rapids,  to  the 
heart  of  the  recently  discovered  copper  fiehls, 
and  seventy  miles  farther  on  the  way  to  the 
Klondik*!.  Next  summer,  when  this  gap  is 
closed,  the  traveler  hound  for  Dawson  c  n 
enter  a  train  at  ('hicago,  Washington,  or 
Montreal,  change  to  a  steamer  whenever  he 
strikes  the  I'aciiic,  hack  to  rail  at  Hkagway, 
and  to  a  river  steamer  at  White  llor.se,  that 
will  put  him  ashore  at  Dawson,  without  the 
slightest  inconvenience,  in  le.ss  than  nine  days 
for  the  entire  journey,  if  he  figures  his  con- 
nections carefully.  From  (Chicago  to  .Seattle, 
three  sleeps  ;  Seattle  to  Skagway,  three 
sli-eps  ;  Kkagway  to  White  Horse,  half  a 
day;  White  Horse  to  Dawson,  two  8leep.s. 
Total,  eight  and  one-half  days. 

And  be  sure  this  time  will  be  shortened 
from  year  to  year.  For  many  people  will  go 
this  way.  There  will  he  comi)etition,  with  a 
shortening  of  the  time,  on  overland  trains. 
There  will  he  better  boats  on  the  Sound,  do- 
ing the  trip  in  a  little  over  two  days,  in  two 
or  three  years  from  now.  I'ut  within  that 
time  the  railroatl  will  in  all  probability  be  ex- 
tended to  the  mouth  of  the  Klondike.  It  is 
irA)  miles  from  White  Horse  to  Dawson.  At 
idaces  the  road  would  be  ex|tensive,  but  miles 
and  miles  of  track  could  be  laid  along  the 
level  shore  of  the  Yukon,  and  there  is  timber 
for  ties  from  the  mere  clearing  of  the  right 
of  way.  It  would  cost  less  to  keep  this  4^>0 
miles  of  road  open  in  winter  than  it  costs  to 
keej)  a  like  amount  of  track  clear  in  Dakota 
or  Colorado.  The  snow  lies  on  the  level  at 
an  average  depth  of  two  feet.  A  hundred 
and  forty  feet  fell  at  the  switchback  on  the 
Great  Northern  last  winter.  As  there  is  little 
or  no  wind,  there  will  be  no  drifting.  It  is 
the  drift  that  causes  the  trouble.  To  be  sure, 
the  men  who  made  the  White  Bass  Railroad 
did  not  make  the  country ;  but  they  have 
helped  the  traveler  and  the  shipper  over  a 
bad  place  in  the  trail.  It  is  wicked  to  mar 
the  beauties  of  nature,  but  now  that  the  face 
of  the  cliff  has  been  broken,  it  would  be  a 
hand.some  thing  for  the  company  to  send  a 
man  with  a  chisel  to  Rocky  Point  and  have 
him  grave  on  the  face  of  the  wall  three  big 
capital  "IBs,"  that  would  stand  foj  .11  time 
for  the  three  heroes  who  made  \..:e  road : 
Hawkins,  Hislop,  and  Heney. 
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